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Solving Literal Equations

Formulas are equations that express a relationship between more than one letter or variable. A formula is also called a literal equation when it involves several letters or variables. Sometimes algebra is needed to change the formula to a more useful equivalent equation, which is solved for a particular letter or variable. The steps used in the process are very similar to those you used in solving linear equations. Let’s consider a few examples:
1.  Solve 
[image: image8.png]1. r=g
t
_ Py
2. P=1un
Rd
3. ==
4. b=P—-a-c
5. n=m-T
6. b=2A—-a
7. WZK
lh
Yo =mXx; —mxq + Y,
c—ax
9. y= -
10. c=44A—a—-b—-d
Ss—2ih
11. W= Sran
P-2w
12. 1= >
C
13. ﬂ'—-g
ab
14. f—m
15 t =22
pr
16. rzi
pt
17. a=%2
X
18. h=—
2nr
A-21r?
19. h= —
20 x_y_y1+mx1
' m
2R-1
21. w = —?;—
—ax—c
22, y= p
B.F=§c+32

R1R;

24, R =
33,000H
25. N =222

Bh?
26. w = ;5;
27. m=%

4
%.t—§r+5
29. R=—-

1-7

3V+mh3
30. r= —
31. n=ﬁ

al
32. T, =2Ah

-1 PV,

Fd?
33. g =

12ds
34, w= D

2A
35. b="2
36. =2

.

h+16t2
37. v="2

100B
38 L="22
39, N=34

SD
40. P=>D +15

11
41, 1=E%

R
4. 2==Z

m
43, 1=

t
44, mT=—2—

2r242rh



 for r 





2. Solve 
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3. Solve 
[image: image3.wmf]2

d

c

Q

+

=

 for d
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5. Solve 
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HW {no calculator!}:  WORKSHEET “Solving Literal Equations” #1-7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 16-18, 21, 22
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WORKSHEET: Solving Literal Equations
Solve the following literal equations:
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